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VICTORY IN THE PACIFIC DAY 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [9.10 am]: Victory in the Pacific—VP—Day is 
celebrated on 15 August each year. This year marks 75 years since the end of World War II, the most destructive global 
conflict in human history in terms of both the economic cost and the estimated 70 million to 85 million combatants 
and civilians killed during the fighting. 
This date commemorates Japan’s acceptance of the Allied demand for unconditional surrender in 1945. The previous 
six years had seen almost one million Australian men and women serve in bloody campaigns against Germany 
and Italy in Europe, the Mediterranean and North Africa, and against Japan in South-East Asia and other parts of 
the Pacific. The Australian mainland came under direct attack for the first time, as Japanese aircraft bombed towns 
in north west Australia and Japanese midget submarines attacked Sydney Harbour. At the time of the German defeat 
and Japanese surrender, 39 000 Australians had lost their lives. 
I was honoured to attend the service on the weekend at the State War Memorial to acknowledge the sacrifice of our 
fellow Australians. Current estimates advise that approximately 12 500 veterans of World War II are alive today. 
To commemorate the seventy-fifth anniversary of the victory in the Pacific and the formal end of hostilities, the 
federal Department of Veterans Affairs is striking medallions to be issued to all surviving World War II veterans. 
The state government is working with the Western Australian branch of the Returned and Services League to 
identify all remaining World War II veterans in WA. 
Lest we forget. 
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